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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. The season of Advent, which we continue today, is one of 
expectation and preparation, as the Church begins to celebrate the 
coming of Christ in his incarnation at Christmas and looks ahead to his 
final coming as judge at the end of time. 
 
This service is being livestreamed so that as many as would 
like to can be part of our worship. 
 
As restrictions change, we want to ensure that we have the safest 
possible experience of being with each other for our worship. These 
changes will be under constant review. Care for yourself and others by: 

- Wearing a face covering, unless exempt from doing so. 
- Being mindful of those who wish to maintain distance from 

others 
- Using hand sanitiser provided 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards 

 
Please give generously to support St James. You can 

-  
- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please speak to Rev Charles 

about this) 
- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 

(the QR code will take you to this page)  
- Make an electronic donation via bank 

transfer or standing order. 
- Place a cash donation (white or brown 

envelope) in the plate on the way into or 
out of Church. 
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The Gathering 
 

Advent Acclamation & Lighting of Advent Candle 
 
Christ is the light of the world! 
All: In him there is no darkness 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 
Lord of grace and truth, 
we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The Virgin Mary accepted your call 
to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
Your Son our Saviour 
was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The shepherds left their flocks 
to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
 
The wise men followed the star 
to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 
All: forgive and heal us. 
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May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself 
and cleanse you from all your sins, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 

Micah 5:2-5a 
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labour has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
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    to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth;	  
5 and he shall be the one of peace.	  
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
    but a body you have prepared for me; 
6 in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings 
    you have taken no pleasure. 
7 Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” 
    (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’ 

8 When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according 
to the law), 9 then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn – O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
	  

1. O little town of Bethelehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
2. O morning stars together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond’ring love; 
 
3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
4. O Holy child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell: 
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O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
Philip Brooks (1835-1893) 

 
Gospel Reading – Luke 1:39-45 

 
When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And 
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For 
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for 
joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what 
was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Magnificat 
 

MY soul doth magnify the Lord : 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded : 
the lowliness of his hand-maiden. 

For behold, from henceforth : 
all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me : 
and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him : 
throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm : 
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat : 
and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things : 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for 
ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
The Peace 

 
God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
Hymn – A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 
1 A great and mighty wonder, 
 a full and holy cure, 
 the Virgin bears the Infant 
 with virgin-honour pure. 
  
Repeat the hymn again!  
'To God on high be glory,  
and peace on earth shall reign'  
 
2 The Word becomes incarnate 
 and yet remains on high. 
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 And Cherubim sing anthems 
 to shepherds from the sky. 
 Refrain 
 
3 Since all he comes to ransom, 
 by all be he adored, 
 the Infant born in Bethl'em, 
 the Saviour and the Lord. 
 Refrain 
 
4 And idol forms shall perish, 
 and error shall decay, 
 and Christ shall wield his sceptre, 
 our Lord and God for ay. 
 Refrain 
 
Mega Kai paradoxon thauma Germanus (c.634-c.732)  
Translated John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because your Son our Lord was awaited by the prophets, 
announced by an angel, 
conceived by a virgin, 
and proclaimed at last to men and women of every race. 
 And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
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All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
 



	   13	  

Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
	  
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. All: Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Awaiting his coming in glory, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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If you are joining with the service online, you might like to say this prayer of 
spiritual communion: 
 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pain and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing … 
 
 

The Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England ©2000 
Archbishops’ Council. 
 
Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included here, 
is copyright © The Archbishops' Council 2006 and published by Church House 
Publishing. 
 
Music used in this service is under terms of CCLI Licence 17774 and Streaming 
Licence 169385. 
 


